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B R r Man, who has any Gon 
cern for © Religion: and Virtue, 
ee rate to exert his Abilities in Vin- 
MI dication of them, and endeavorr 
SIS} to turn the Current of thoſe Hun- 
| | „ which are poured upon 
W's hy the POW wes. , Attempts of our Modern 
Deiſts 70 break down the Boundaries of Reyela- 
tion, the chief Foundation of that Reaſon, bia 
our preſent Morahſts ſet up in tion to it. 
FO R, fuppofing them depriued of 4 
Revelation, they 49 the Authority of, how inuch 
their Reaſon would be ſuperior to Ys Part of 
the Brutal Creation, is plain from thoſe Nations, 
aubo do not enjoy it. And, were our Modern Ma- 
raliſts under the ſame Dijudvantages with theſe 
Ignorant Nations, they weuld be equally confuſed 
and confined in the Uſe of their natural Reafon ; 
ſo that it is evident, that the Light of Revela- 
tion, in the Country they live in, has furmſhed 
 - them with that Art of Reaſoning, which they 
note _ againſt that Revelation itſelf.” 
| — not the ſtrongeſt Forts been taken 
and —— by the 7 2 of their 01911 
A 2 Garri- 
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. artre never able to prevail againſt them. 
bvertbrom the Powers of the Chrifttan Revelation 


and Oeconomy, were not only fruitleſs, but even 
. fended to the Eftabliſhment of it, caufing Multi- 
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1 
* 
* 
* 8 
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* 


Garriſon, weben ul! the Foreet of Wen. B 


tudes of Perſecutors to become its Proſelytes, and 
thereby the Number of the Faithful increaſed, 


and the Cauſe, they oppoſed, was confirmed ; till 
| Eaſe, and a plentiful Enjoyment of the greateſt 
Spiritual Advantages, cauſed Men to grow luke= 
darm in Religion, when it became uſual with the 


Governors of certain Churches to form certain 
Schemes, not only to ſuit with the Tempers and 
"Difpofitions of the Laity under their ſpiritual 
Furiſdiction, but alſo to ſerve their cn pri- 


vate Views of Temporal Intereſt, till Religion 


was ſo mixed with Temporal Tſtitutions, that its 
Luftre was echpſed, and its native Beauty hft in 


Sophiſticated Ornaments. - 


HENCE ſome, who, being in themſelves 


 corruptly inclined, have ſeen through the defign- + 


ing Views of their Church-Governors, to ſerve 
 themſebves iu their dum irroligious Practices, have 
declaimed againſt Revealed Religion, and endea- 
voured to expoſe it, as only a Piece of Policy and 
Prieflcraft ; while other's, obſerving the Injuries 
done by the united Forces of theſe" Boſom-Ene- 


mies, have honeſtly endeavoured to defend it a- 


gainſt the Attacks of both, and to cloſe theſe Li- 
cers, which were more and greater, than” all the 


Forces and Oppoſitions of all its Declared Enemies 


Could ever be able to make; © * 


AND 
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AND ſhall any. Man, that wiſhes 4 
Truth, e Revealed Religion thus traduced - a- 


gai Endeauniri'of the beſt Frs employed to 
* it, and to vindicate the Fullice of iti 
PHPrecepts, and the Reaſonableneſs of its Divine 
Dotirines, which are not to be 2 by 2 
Human Art and Invention ; fall any 
-neft Man ſee the glorious A. fon of God. * 
ting. forth bis Good-will to Men, thus ridiculed, 
and met feel a generous Emulation, a warm De- 
fee, of afiſting ſo laudable a Defign, and contris 
outing to the Support of ſo juſt a Cauſe ? 

1 AM very ſenſible, that mamy Pious and 
. Learned Men, both from the Preſs and Pulpit, 

baue been engaged againſt the Moraliſis of this 
Age ; but the Writings of the Clergy have been, 
by their Opponents, , repreſented as the 
Effects of Prieficr raft. 
. BUT at is a trifling Evaſion to make, that 
their . Office ſhould leſſen -the Authority of their 
Reaſons and Arguments; and, Thope, the Ene- 
my can. gain no Advanta ge from any Obſervation, 
that their Lives and Cunverſations cuntradict their 
| Dottrines, ſince, where there happen 2 
amongſt the Clergy, they are generally thoſe, aulo 
have been corrupted with their own pernicious 
Principles, and will ſeldom engage them ſelues in 
3 Trutb, 1 it be with a View 2 
ſerve their private Intereſts, to preſerve t 
from Cenſure of their Superiors. * - 
3 AND even their Conduit muſt have, port 
Fa; honeſt Brethren, are an Effect, as would 
be produced in an * a certain Knowledge, 
2 Pe Part * thoſe, who ftand ranged OT the 
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; of Banners, tvould only fland idle Speftators of 
the Battle, and Ow” . Narr with ye 


Conquerors. 

' NOT but fome of the Lait 
employed their Pens in DRL 

the Chriſtian Revelation, I So 


ge rs 228255 


2 without fore 


Succeſs ; but, though 7 could wiſh to have n 0 | 


Caſion to have entered the Lifts myſelf, J am fully 
per ſuaded there is ſtill A¶ſſtance wanting in fo 
good a Cauſe ; and therefore I ws not willing to 
lie idle, hoping, that even my Interpofition may 
remove ſome Ghftrudtions, and at Thing into @ 


true Light. 


JHA E, inthe following Diſcout/s, vin- 
dicated the Fuſtice and Goodneſs of God in ” 
Creation of Man, A be for — 
aoould fall from bis fir firſt Purity " Fow lis ore 


alſo of Adam's Shame and Humility after it, — 


bis Purpoſe to redeem him : Of which Purpoſe it 
was neceſſary Adam ſhould be acquainted, by a 


Promiſe of it after his Fall ; and that Adam 


ſhould alſo acquaint his Poſterity with the Pro- 


miſe of that Divine Goodneſs and Mercy, which . 
God had made known to him : But, as it was pro- 
bable, in the relapſed State of . Man, that many of 


Adam's Poſterity might receive ill falſer and 
more confuſed Accounts thereof, in ſucceeding Ge- 
nerations ; ſo, where the Accounts of the: Reve- 
lation of this Redemption became very imperfect, 
there was a Provifion included in the Promſe of 
a Redeemer, that he ſhould become a Lache to 


every Man that ſhould come into the Werld, 


to guide and direct ſuch of bis Poſterity into fach 


a Senſe of Good and Evil, that 1 they had nat 


\ the 


| te open and clear Declarations of bis Wi 10 their 
own Conſciences ſhould condemn or acquit them : 
For thoſe, who know not the Will of God any fur- 
ther than from the Difates of natural Reaſon, 
mut know, that they have received their Exiſtence 
: from ſome unknown and ſuperior Being, to ub 
they muſt neceſſarily be accountable for their Att» 
ent, and either in this Life, or the next, be 
rewarded or puniſhed for them ; a Confideration 
7 1 8 — 5 — them to direct their Ackions 
bey had been taught to believe, would be 
5 775 g ta that Supreme Being, from whom 
received their Exiſtence ; which Attions 
4 directed accordin 1 the beſt Knowledge 
they had, it was 4 5 as Drone Juſtice and h 
Gooaneſs would requi 
AND this, I OY s of Reaſon, 
the natural "Notions of TFuſtice common 
0 Men, dictate to us : Common Equity in- 
clines all Men to reward good Actions, ry to be 
merciful to thoſe who" commit ſome Crimes thro 
Ignorance or Inadvertency ; but fo puniſh ſuch ds 
are of an heinous Nature, © and committed pre- 
fumptuouſly, wilfully, and of 4 a freconcerved Ma- 
lice, and an open Contempt of t LOL Dic- 
fates of 10iſe and good Laus. , 4 
FOR off 2 who tranſereſs any Laws, 
whether Divine or Human, this Guilt muſt rea- 
Jonably be either extenuated or aggravated, de. 
cording to the Knowledge of the Will of the Law- 
„ and of the Duties enjoined ; fo * thoſe | 
who will wilfully break ach Laws, as, accords 
to their own Knowledge, tend only to their « 


Welfare, and that of the whole — muff 
"and 
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Hand convifted in themſelves, that they have 
broke tho the Bond of Harmony in the Society 
which they. belonged to : And will not any rea- 
fonable Man judge, that whoever is a Member 
of a well-governed Society, and thus breaks thro' 
be wholefome Lars of it, ought to be cut off 
om it, that the remaining Part may enjoy oy itt 
en freed from the Moleffation | of fuch 
t Members 8 8 1 
AND al this at once ars to. 
the Voice of cw Regen, yet . 5 Re- 
via (which Reaſon always falls in with) 
preſent weak Powers, way depraved #acut- 
. ly and aiſcur eure) fond 
aut, or diſcouer what would a Hi 
meſs to attend g. 
POR and at thy. wt Boos nl ſom 23 
perfett Knowledge of the Will of their 
labour under ieee Ideas of his Purpoſes con- 
"as. Top and be under as. imperfect Noti-. 
at they ſhall do to pleaſe him, or how to 
; aſe him, they judge t have done ſome- 
thin ng contrary to bis Pleaſure, when they fad 
4 Diſſatisfagtion in their pwn Minds, throu 
2 contrary to their om im, Bicrates 
Which can never be jo well 78 by natural 
Reefon only, as they are, or may be, by r 
ion of the Mill of God from himfelf'; the" we 
never bad any Declaration. from God to Man, 
but "what preſently. appeared to be agreeable 65 
natural Reaſon, which is illuminated by it, at 
the Riſing of the Sun diſpeli the Shades aud 
Da- F the Night ; and as the Day comes 
wo us, whether we * fleep ar wake, or whether 
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yet when we cume to have our Eyes open, W 
Senſes awake, we then ſhall bebold its Brightneſ} 


2 005 um elf muſt be allwed to know the 
Way and Manner that would beſt anfiver his Pur- 
poſes to redeem Mankind from their fallen Eſtate, 
and what would beft-ſuit with the tended Hop 
Pinefs of Man hy. bis Redemption : And as, bd 
Adam's Tranſgreſſion, he and bis Poſters 
ſubjefted to Death, ſo God has apporntes the, 
by the Obedience, th, and Reſurrectiun of 
Chriſt, we ſhould be entitled fo 4 Refurrettion 
r and, by our impenfect, if ſincere, 
Obedience, according to the 1 of of our Knowledge, 
be affured of an happy Immortality : Which gib. 
rious Advantages are brou be to Light by the Re 
welation of the Goſpel of Griſt | . 
BUT, 2 3 46 J have ch. 
ſerved, are intended for all, who have not the 
open Declarations of it, as well as thoſe who have, 
it may be enquired, ---- 1f Mankind may be ſaved, 
who not the Knowledge of this Revelation, 
to what Purpoſe wwas the Xonrwladte thereof re- 
vealed at all; or why are we under any Obliga- 
tions to believe it, or contract a CY an. 
Unbelief ? To this T anfwer : oY | 


IT was impoſſible that Max's 
be thus effected, and all the TranſuBtions of if 
hid from the whole World, foraſinuch as fuch. 
Tranſact ions could not be performed without ſome. 
Part of” the. World's being concerned in it, nes 


| Hs of Sr. „ yet "Gd 


our bleſſed Redeemer was to ſuffer Death by the | 
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93 8 4 wonder ful, tet bi ry Mendes 
_—_ ee pa 2 
Death Rejurrefiiom,.. uon the me 
. "Terms with bis own Diſciples, as . Jem 
m Prayig. rut bis Father would dorgive 
them, becauſe they knew nat what they did}; 
5 or that, 4 they avere 1 V tit Merit of 
bis Death; and exrouted Bim as a MalofaSor, 
'becauſe they thought lum as fuch; therefore, by 
this hit Prayer for them, and the Preaching of 
Sr. Peter ® to them after bis Refurredion, it 
Plainly appeared, that. even all concerned in his 
Execution were admitred to the Benefits er aryjong 
Hum bis Obedience, Death, and ö 
1 upon the ane Terms with his b 
Such is the unbounded Mercy 
fo all who will not mahcioufly oppoſe it ! And muſt 
it not be neceſſary is make theſe Things known to 
them, in order 10 bring them t0 as 
well as it was tmpofible\ to a them in an m. 
known Cormer, where none . could either be: .the. 


Mercy of infinite Goodneſs, 


. 9 92 FO Authority, — * Miſe. 
fufficrent Proofs fs of mM Ar fur- 
g all buman Powers, and thereby have the 
World a ties, ufficient. Teftimony of bis Gobd-will to 
Mankind ; fo that none but ſuch, inbo malicrouſly 
poſed fc fach Truths, that carried along with them. 
greateſt Teſtimonies that ever any Matter of = 
Eu cual be cal of could contrat# any Guilt 
9 n and, gray, it will be 9 


| 
| 2 i * A * Aﬀts ii, bee Verſe the 
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e e the 
| Ss to. ſome ether Parts. bn 2 4 

might bove been more glad to haue embrace A, 
s better Ujes of the Benefit, and laue 
in dur darling Igmrance, that toe might nat have 
cuntradted ſo much Guilt 212 which, if what you (ay. 


2 Vine arily fal ado LN. 


AS, it. 75 ee 85 ele fie ' redecs a 
it, may. zone ter any. arber Set 
7 tes in a Ls of the. Warl 2.” could 2 
been fad 70 Ins ae it's... may wwe not - 
venture to ſuppoſe t God mo, oreſee * 


dci ſe, that oven MA ple Paris of Fark, 
Porded an open Revelation W N fo - 
ad Uſes. 4 it, at the other N = have © 
done, if t Revelation thereof bad geen 3 
chem; and that mam more amengfh them | 
* from Guilt, . by their A bs * 


would baue been 
| 1 le ta cle 


UT I 4 nat. ren t0 
, but as they appear agreea! f 
ine, Wi 7 and Gedneſs, and. 70. that LEE 
hich God bas in cummun given us „ "obo created © 
as to add any n e bop, Kut my 


"WJ 


in 
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be might, by the moſt reaſonable Methods, Ages 
a5 to Nr afford us the beſt oe 
7 — We 2 in himſelf; for 
8 that, en er- 
Ty, be has performed all bis Verl, both of” Cre- 
urn and Providence. | 
— AND a this I fall aden, to make appear, 
+ the Work ; in which I have endea> 
wure ca my own Opinion, by fuch feat 
"cient Revfmings as, 1 think, will prove them, 
"without entering into a Repe N of the mode 
ee uſed 10 f t the contrary, And I 
od e's rſuaded, 1 ps oth Felber of Pride, 
Guilt, a7 ok + h ow 
will nere ine forth with the greater Lt 
"and 2 as the Sun rites the Zye more 
Forcibiy, then the. Obſtruftion f 4 back and 
| darkenin Cloud is removed from before it. 
TISHALL, therefore, endbavour 2 wy | 
Wi the Force of ſuch falſe Reafoning, that ts 
"Frequently made uſe of to confound Light and 
Darkneſs, whereby our ' common Mor alifts would 
fer ſuade themſelves and others , that the Revela- 
tion, which * call Light, is Teal Darkneſs, and 
that their- Pretenſions to believe nothing, 
wohat they can comprehend from natural Rea 
is the true Tight, ---- But, if natural Reajon is 
"he true Light, it can want nd Wumination ;" and 
Revelation muſt. be an tion, and, where ir 
75 received, muſt confound,” and put out the Light 
M natural Reafin. ---- And "then it will "fallow, 
"We muſt neceſſarily expect the greateſt Logicians 
"ond Maſters vf Reaſon, from thoſe Corners" of 
"the Earth, that have never been corrupted with 
pretended Revelation. But, I am perſuaded, 


late Shining, . commonly dazzles wea 


"Titerpr 
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as Welt AGE would be umwilling to be 


bt to exchange their Abilities with ſuch, as 
nay be found in theſe. remote Coryers. | 
HOW then came they to be more enli gbrened ? 


| Cbull it be from the Darineſs of Revelation ; (= 


T am perſuaded, that, had they been born, where 
4 Revelation of God to Mankind had never Been 
beard of , they might have been glad of an Oper. 

runity. ts have embraced it, upan its firſt Offers, 


| and could then have better Judged, what was 


Light, and what was Darkneſs : But Light, , by 
Eyes, 

and makes them covet the Dark ; which when they 
have ' choſen for theit Favourite Retirement, 
"ought not to contend, that they, who continue 


In the 277 are in N and that their 


ently d 
x 


BUT this is an Error x5 65 8 fon 
Men's different Nations about the true and Saving 


etation of them, and in ſome Meaſure 'to0 
from Errors in the Tranſlations : Tho” I do mot 
that that Matter is mended from the prettnd- 
ed-Interpreters of the Original Languages, fince 
they differ in their Sentiments, as 
widely as thoſe do, bo only underſtand the com- 
mon Tranſlation : And, as this alſo is an Handle 


far the Enemies of Revela tion, T ſhall endeavour 


at once to remove theſe tao Mountains 0 of Di. 

2 y, & preſeribing . a Method, wtf I have 
Meru d myſelf, in 0 my 7 firmer Wairks, = 
hie 


2 4 "he PREFACE 
| which I ſhall ahpoys firifty adbere i, iſt, 
obſerve the Scope, Tendency, and LW", ef. 
Writer 'of the Scriptures ; 5 2dly, 7. 40 9 A 
Places that are dark and obſcure, to - contrqai, 
thoſe that. are plain and eaſy to be under; and 
ly, To interpret none t contradiet the Attri- 
tes of the Divine Perfettiens. _ 
"AND. I am perſuaded, that hid this Me: 
3 7 jr r/ued by alt Men, who bade 
empted their Interpretation, without Views. 
Arg Intereſt, or Adherence to fome particular 
Opinions, perbaps, through Prejudices of. Educa- 
Yien ; er had none attempted heir Interpretation, 
but honeſt, . impartial, and diſintereſted Men, 12 
whether they had underſtood hdd, 7 - 
uages or not, I Jam 
5 woe lou not be had jo. 9 
Divine. Authority of Revelation; | 
rence of Interpretations, and Errors, in 
tions, have been equally prejudicial to Tie 
and, perbaps, have 3 even forme bon, $74 | 
Falifts to deny the Authority of them, fuer £7 
- Could not fee the Remedy to heal the; Cont. 
ing Abſaranties in anke in 42 Trterpret efath- 
ns, which Men have, upon Hu Accounts, Jar | 
relled about. 
FOR had not the Scriptures been thus tern 
75 Pieces by forced Interpretations, and. anbigu- 
bus and precarious Tranſlations, they would th 
have appeared. 70 all proper. Jules, in ther true 
Beauty, and have been acknowledged to contain 
Scheme of the beſt. Laws that could be NN 
cempoſed ; and that they were far above 4 
buman Irvention, and aould therefore | * Ss 
believed by all e Men, t be the | e 
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3 been a 
"their greater . 

2 among / the Nations of the Earth, 
Don 2 No- 


r of the Scripe 
= . 


tures have 
the Divine. 2 and Perfettions ; being - 
very well 2 that whatever is contradictery 


to theſe, muſt be contrary 

S 
tions, Interpretations, or Comments have brem 
made, not agreeing with the Divine Attributes, 
ont be human, and have no nnn 

to force our Beli 

AND 1 rwiſh all Maralifts avald bas 
wile theſe Obſervations, I ſhould then hope, m- 
oo C 


the 8 and in- 
+ AR 4 otn to juſtify, in- 


4 CONFESS, A — 
5 have been obliged to make the former, too juf 


pence 6m rk that even the very 3 ; 
the kene Trees of tos, haul, 


mithout Defign, became the chief Enemies of their 
Autlbority; 5 f 10 th G 
er ny to \a Want-of Cuuii 


8 me to 
more, and which — | 
Attempts ; and I doubt not, but that fuch an 
uni uerſa Practice would ſoon retrieve the Au- 
—_ 247 the Divine Revelation from God ts 

n 


te the Authority of 


attended their Works, 
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and Brightneſt ; «which though many honeſt: Pens 
a ys = as. there 
remain ſo many, who pref 225 its * Advocates, 
wb ſe Interpretations carry N with them ma- 
ni feſt — to the Divine og 
4 WI prove greater Enemies to the Re. 
un of is Tale then all e 4 


BUT as I would glial clin 75 
Mankind as I can judge reaſonable 

Proper to declare my Belief, that the lr 
for Revelation, who thus 5 its Enemies, are 
without Defign or View of injuring it; and that, 
if they had foreſeen that ſuch Effetts would have 


would wiliin have 
Suppre, efſed them. 89 


9 other Hand, I wou bebe, that ma- 
m boneſt- Meralifts would dt Beau- 
. my , in the Revealed Will 
of God, and would threw of. their former Pre- 
judices, and gladly embrace its Dictates, it 
Was but put into a true Light, and freed from 
2 ge Fogs and Mifts wherewith it bas been 
falſe Interpretations. 
28 400 as Jam perſuaded that the Methods, 
bave purſued, are built upon firm Foundations, 
fo this, or any of tbe Attempts" which I have 
made, or may hereafter make, I ſhall, in humble 
dene. commit to the World, as my beſt Fudg- 
ment, '20t them W , accor 10 
— Tra,” of oe 0 Y 
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T is eee ee that the 
Divine and Neceſſary Exiſtence 
is*a” Being of infinite Holineſs, 
Juſtice, Mercy, Goodneſs, Ar, 
but it is as variouſly diſp 
wherein theſe Attributes of the 
Divine Nature do conſiſt; as if the common 
Acceptation of the Terms ſhould have a diffe- 
rent Signification, when made uſe of with Ap+ 
plication to God, to what we conceive of 18 
when we 17 be with reſpock to daffeneene 


9 


nee e UL, 


Bur to what Purpoſe do we attibute theſe 
Terms to God, if it be not to communicate to. 
one another ſuch juſt Ius öf Rim, 48 We ves! 
capable to conceive from the Md B rl 
theſe Terms give us other _ of FIN than 

C 


Ys. 


„„ 
} ; N | 


18 1 Tec Chriſtiz Philoſopher? 


common cceptation 0 . Words 61 ohneſs, 
Fuftice, Gooaneſs, and Mercy, we conceive the 

more worthily of him, and do not ima 
that theſe Qualities tan be of one Kind in one 
Man, and of another Kind in another; or that 
Authority and Power, in one Man over, ano 
ther, can ever change Arbitrarineſs and Tyraii- 
ny into Juſtice, Goodneſs, Mercy, &c. but, 


on the other Hand, that Cruelty, ſu 2 by 
the greateſt Power, is only more intolerable. 


- T ABN; 6-44 ER 


. where 1 Goodneſs, and Mercy, 
are joined to Power, they are always acbount- 
ed, amongſt us, to be the moſt Gate Us 
lifcations, | 10 22% Wa os es? 


"Bo T, as it cannot Sa. that 

| Man can arrive to Perfection, in this 3 
the greateſt Juſtice, Goodneſs, and Mercy of 
the. beſt Men can only give us ſome faint Re- 
ſemblance of thoſe Attributes, which muſt. 
ſhine | in the utmoſt Ferfection in God. | 


* 
py. 


4 


jo == though. our. Conceptions cannot 734. 
the Perfection of them in God, ſince God's 
Perfection r lon, . their Nature | 

85 1015 fit 417 40 ab 4.7 an 
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can never he Fhanged to Sande our c 
xy Of; Or: uy 1 55 mY * 250 | 


tice Th 1 Neg for, 1 5 * 15 ci i Jl 


act in a 5 agreeable to Equity and Ma 

5 cn 7 28 * e a, 

is concomitant: &$ Q Ve 

1nd Mary, Se. which always concen ne One 
enather, and may by Wn aan 

en ther. 9 al 9 e 4 ö 29 OE) 

Ir "then, heb} 700 685 bal g 


juſt and merciful, he is ho- 
then, he, 


* trines (as they pretend, 
contrary to Men's agen 
only to ca 


bade in lapel, 


of his Revealed Wil, it is plain,” they would 
CFO his Juſtice, Goodneks, and Mercy, 
different” c Ty e LY 
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With them any Opffttadicti 
Yons of theſe Attributes, mat bs falſe; 75755 
vo Declarations of God's Will: to us, n nor ai 
Dectee, Plrpole,” or Foreknowledge in 
can ever be contradictory his cant) Attribur 


or our. Conceptions, of them, When £07, pe 


Re oflvr Þþ 
Mb 28 2 1219? 47 Pit Ti” AN Tur 
mh forge Mes, ee 


| e vho haye not. fearched into the 
8 gentiitie Meaning of theſt miſrepte- 
Kind] 1 bat gene ele on the judgment of 
thefe-Interpretets y haye not been drawn 
into dr ren of the rror, "they have ſome<- 
times, to ſhun it, denied the Scriptures to be 
3 veal n of God to Mankind; be- 
they have from thence «imagined, "that 
the. iptures bot contradicted themſelyes and 
the Attributes of God. 8 THE 1 
Tur Conſequences of Which Whon wit | 
be very pernicious; fince the-one leads Men to 
wrong Notions of God and Religion, and the 
other to a Diſregard o his ſacred Laws and 
holy Inſtitutions; and ought therefore to be 
equally. avoided, by a ai Care to an - 
| t 


11 Chile eg. * 
that n6 ſuch reſted Interpretations bear 


made, 


recejyed, * along with them "Con 


cata to the Diyine Attribute; or th 

any Fart of the Scriptures be ark wet 6d" ta 

- 115 interpreted, or tranſlated, f 8 
nd appear wk agrecable dera, 1s 


pipe Scriptures, ' which are . as the 
noniceal, e may opſetve, con fiſt of FFI 

Las, 400 Precepts 20 n ene inter we 
one wich and colt, e "Hiſtorical "Aecouny 
thereof * a 2 lp Connection with the 
Laws and Precepts therein contained: The 
Laps and Precep oy 177 fo Divine, and 
| lated fot the Good of Mankind, that even [? 
Enemies of Lerch ri Have Gig, 

be the beſt Scheme * Tat in ne 
World; 'and I cannot ſee 7 pow thy they a ts 
0 


. Ks neceſſarily ing Tm 

oy gf I if ee 
rg 281 1 130! E — 1 5, 
" Ann as it walk Fit __ the Comps: 75 


Divine Spirit, in laying down ſuch Taws : 
Precepts, that ſhould bring us to Happi 
and as the Hiſtory of the Creation, and ſuc- 
ceeding Changes,” muſt neceflatily "be mixed 
with theſe Laws and Precepts, having fo. cloſe 
a Ounection one with another, to bring to our 
Underſtandings the Reaſon of Things ; ; 1,0 
the Hiſtorical Parts thereof, as far An the Wi- 
ters of them were either perſonally y _— 
wi 


6 ity, 
ſers of the Scriptures ſhould' be afliſted by 25 


Bible, were wrote e any imme- 
4 from ( 


8 


5 e TN ops a and 4 5 5 
5 7 Gant Precepts, 
Sevent each bis 
1 5 to 1 c bians, . wich 1 
api oh 1 the Divine. S 
nent; 1 An Wher e there can 400 2 
ty, let us 55 to obſerve the 
| SD Rules and then, I _ aq — 
e Men mey be ſu 10 
e Errots by F 8 UNO 505 
> Scripty urs, tes, and may 7 Rr over —4 65 
Ts vety OOF at Me ER 15 | 
om either y Tradition 
with the "Apcounity, which. wen. 7 5 5 
. enen War Watt” but tha 


it from Inſpir or « Meg 
n. . not only bebe from his ans 
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of other Helps, but alſo from the Conciſeneſs, 
and yet Fulncſs, of _the, Hiſtory itſelf ; which 
clearly ſets forth the Divine Wiſdom, Power, and 
Goodneſs of God, in his Works of Creation 
and Redemption, which could hof be diſco- 
nee, bur by den inn 8 a * 


50 Aud that hid esd these cbr⸗ 
| to what becomes the Dignity" 4 
Divine Attributes, I hope to make 
the following Diſcourſes: In ich I 


„ 


I. Suzw God's End and Deſign in. Cre 
ing Man j and why God da ner Bete Man 
ſo, that he could not fall; or why'God, fore- 
fxiog that Man would fall did yur che him, 


4411. 1 e Au and ves 


Tranſgreflion, with. their and Shame 
for it ; and God's Promiſe to redeem them, and 
to raiſe them and their Poſterity to Apacity 
of greater. N than lus. e if 
Geir OP E S113 186 Th a 
No % 10 VE | 

III I en Alf wg Fine 8 
of this Redemption has: never yet been fully 
made known to ſuch of Adam's Poſterity, who 

had, by Sactefſions'bf Generations, lat the 
Accounts of it, for Want of trut Tradition; 
and ſhew, that, notwithnding'ithat,! they” 
are ill-under enen the er 6 
Redemption. og, Stunts 1999 10123 Fi 
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68 "of the Geentidn of * 
e 4 
H E End and Deſign of God's Creating 
Man was, to ſerve and obey him; not 
chat Man could thereby render his Creator the 
more happy, by his Service and Obedience, or 
make the Jeaſt Addition to his abſolute Per- 
r. 1 3 
TE | 


Tux a. Man aſt . den Ae an 
Act, not only of almighty Power, but of infi- 
nite Goodneſs to Man himſelf, excluſive of 
any Views in the great Creator to advance his 
on Happineſa, Which can neither Oe of, 

addition, nor Dimination.” * eee my | 


„ Tuls muſt be pldh, nd f to 
ganceive;r and is the very 3 both of Rea- 
ſon and Scripture, ny the Perfettions and 
Happine 10 of on great Creator are neceſſarily 
incapable of Increaſe, and cannot poſſibly ys 
pe a by any Ack of cred Beings, 


„Aub ag. 0 Ahr Dey and Obedients, 
from his Creatures; can poſſibly add any Thing 
to his Happineſs 300 neither can any Acts of 
Sin. r Diſobedience; ſubtradt any Thing from 
it, he for ever remaining unchangeable. 
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98 thang . can "hg . added to 
our Creator's infinite Ferfections, and therefore, 
in the Creation of Man, he could have no 
Views of adyancing himſelf, it muſt nece 
* that God's End and Def gn, in ere- 
ting Man, was to — — on whom 
by 2 beſtow Happineſs, and communicate 
ſuch of his Perfections to him, that he ſhould 
be qualified to receive; and that Man ſhould 
be, by ſuch e a W 
his Creator. ry 51 


1 


er. 1 15 


Aus, — ignal, Bod | 
of Man's Creation, therefore God'endued him 
with Reaſon and Intelligence, above the reſt of 
his Fellow- creatures, and committed the Care, 
and Management, and Government of them 
to his Truſt; on the wiſe Conduct of which, 
together with his Allegiance and Duty to his 
Creator, in one particular Inſtance, in which 
Gad required his Obedience, depended the 
| FFF * 
1 | 


Fon, as bers created a | ceaſpnable Bel 

he muſt neceſſarily be endued with able Belg 
as would enable him to chuſe his own Actions, 
otherwiſe he could not be a reaſonable Cres: 
ture; for Reaſon and Free-agency are inſepara- 
bly joined, ſo that, where the one is, the o- 
ther will be; for, take away Free-agency, and 


that will imply {rationality and perfect Aa- 
D chinery 


, yy 
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chinery ; and whatever ſo acts, can never be 
accountable tor its Actions, or be rewarded). or 
puniſhed for them, by a Wee er A 
der and Egquit uy. ; 


Now it appearing, eee Det 
God's Creation of Man muft be an Act of in- 
finite GoodneG, and that he could not create 
bim a reaſonable Being, but muſt thereby 
make him a Free- agent, and that therefore it 
would be in his Power either to obey, or diſo. 
bey his Creator, it will then —— appear 
Neale that his Obedience, or Diſcb:di- 
Ence, would either recommend Kim to his Cre- 
ator's Favour, or lay him o open to his. Puniſh, 
ment: For, us his Ads muſt be Acts of his 
pwn Chuſing, he miſt deſerws cither Reward, 

or Puniſhment, according to his Obedience, or 
ience 40 tbe Command of his Creator, 

who had given him ſcaſohable Cautions' and 
Commands to refrain the Evil of Sin, and ſuffi- 
ciently warned him, what the Conſequences of 
Diſobedience would be; and it will then ne- 
ceſſarily follow, that his Acts, whether of O- 
. or Diſobedience, could only affect him- 
ſelf, the Subjects Which he -was: * Gover- 
nor of, and his Poſterity, af which be ſhould 
become the Father ; both of which muſt have 
their Tranquillity dependent, in a great Mea 
ſure, u pon the wiſe Confluct and well Go- 
yereent ot der Prince and Euther, oy. . 


Bur hereby can ro hung win is Ce- 


ator, 


IL eee 


reer 
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made it poſſible for him either to obey, 


ator, whether this Man obey, or diſobey; his 


Creator has actedl as an infinitely wiſe 1 good = 


Being, in creating him with the Powers and 
Faculties of Intelli ence, Reaſon, and Wiſdom; 
and giving him ſuſficient Strength to have con- 
tinued in that State of Try in which he had 
at firſt created him : And for any Man to find 
Fault with God, becauſe he did not create 
Man fo, that he could not poſſibly fall from his 
firſt Purity, is juſt the ſame, as to blame God 
that he endued him with Reaſon, and thereby 
br dif- 
obey ; which Acts being in his own Power and 
Choice, he muſt neceſſarily do the one, or the 
other ; and; although God tnay be allowed to 
foreſee what Man would do in this Caſe; yet 
God's Foreſight thereof did not in the leaſt lay. 
any Conſtraint. upon his Actions, but Man's 8 
Will was as free and unconſtrained, as if God 
did not at all foreſee how he would act. 


15 God's Foreſight had been the Occafion 
of his Actions, Man could, then, only have been 
a Machine, actuated only by God's Foreſight, 
as the Spring that puts = Machine in Motion, 
which was confined fo to act, as that it was im- 
poſſihle it ſhould act otherwiſe : But if ſo, what 


then becomes of Man's Reaſon ? Does de not 


anſwer the End and Deſign of his Creation? 
For what ſhall he be blamed, or commended ? 
For — ſhall he either be ae or 7. 
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17 . 55 
does, he anſwers the End of his Maker, who 
gave him that Neceſſity of acting: And ſhall 
a juſt 1 y Beings, capable of Re- 
wards and Puniſhments from their Obedience, 
or Diſobedience, and yet them ſuch 
Laws, which he never intends they ſhall be 
able to keep; but that, by his Foreknowledge 
that they will not keep them, they ſhall be diſ- 
abled from Obedience, and yet, for Diſobedi- 
ence, they ſhall be under the ſame Puniſhment, 
as if it had been in their own Power to have o- | 


beyed? 


Tur s appears diene ee we 
abſurd to imagine of the Supreme Creator, and 
very much beneath the Dignity of the Divine 
Being: His Foreſight of our Actions, then, 
can never be the Occaſton of them, but our 
Actions the Occaſion of his Foreſight. His 
Forefight, as we call it (to bring it within the 
Compaſs of our Conceptions) is no more, in 
the Almighty Creator, than a preſent Know- 
ledge of all Things, all Things to him being 
preſent - and therefore all our Actions are 
3 to him at one View, as they have 
are, or will be tranſacted; for the very 
ſame Reaſon that they have been, are, or will be 
tranſacted by our own Wills, and Power of 
Free-agency, and not by any compulſive Force 
from his Foreknowledge, any more than what 
we may properly call our Foreknowledge = | 


* F 
: 


'" The Chriſtian Philoſopher. 29 
the Succeſſion of the Scaſons, the Returns of 
Day and Night, the Lengthening and Shorten- 
ing of the Days, the Configurations of the Pla- 

gets, and the Eclipſes of the Luminaries ; all 
which © we can foreſee, or foreknow, and do 

as naturally expect : Vet our Foreſight of them 

CC ˙ NT ONS 

happen, nor lays the leaſt Conſtraint en 

ſo do fall out; * becauſe they ſo hap- 

pen, it is, that therefore We fre that they 
will is ſuoceed. | | 


"=, may be replied, That theſe Thing are 
foreſeen by us, becauſe they are ſettled in the 
conſtant Laws of Nature, which, by continued 
Obſervations, have been found to keep regular 
and eſtabliſhed Laws ; and that, by a repeated 
Succeflion of their orderly Revolutions, it is 
diſcovered that they act by certain Rules, which 
they cannot, of themſelves, ever deviate from 
and as they have acted, and do ſtill ſo continue 
to act, therefore we foreſee, In ſtill 
continue to ſucceed. 


Tur it is not our Forefight, that occa- 
ſions them ſo to act; but the Laws which they 
are under, that produce our Foreſight ; and fo 
it is the fame, as is before obſerved, of God's 
Foreſight, that it is not, becauſe he foreſees our 
Actions, that lays any Conſtraint upon us, but 
| becauſe, by our own free Wills, we will act, he 
foreknows our Actions, if we may fo 4 it, | 


R 


Fox 


30 The Chriſtian, Phalolopher; 


e Thing 9 2 cw 
mon Courſe of Nature, that will certainly come 
o paſs amongſt the inanimate Globes of the H- 
vr, may we not allow the infinite Being 

ba ty Creator, of both them and us, 
of all che Knowledge of 
of — — and to come, even at one, 
ways, preſent View ? And, If our Nn 
can reach the Foreſight of the common Confi- 
gurations and Appearances of the inammate 
| Globes of our Syſtem, and yet be no Cauſe, or 

Occaſion: of the Conhgurations and Appea» 
rances ; then how ſhall it be thought unrea- 
fonable, that God ſhould foreſee all the Tranſa 
actions of the rational Part alſo of his Crea- 
tion, when directed by Reaſon, without their 
being under any Conſtraint, or Neceſſity of 
acting, becauſe he foreſees how they will act, 
as well as we foreſee the Succeſſions of Sea- 
ſons, &c. which are under no Neceſſity of theit 
conſtant Revolutions, from our F oreknou- 
: ledge of them ? K 


IF, then, God foreſees all the Tranſactions 
of his Creatures, he muſt neceſſarily foreſee; 
when he created Adam in a State of Purity, and 
made him a reaſonable Creature, that he would 


certainly fall from his firſt 2 in which he 
one him, 


1 any Man ſhall ask, Why God, 8 
ing chat the Man, he would create, would EIT 
7 tainy 
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mainly fall from his firſt Purity /arid 2 
kt; his Subjects, ſterity intq Vanity, 


72 an ee and fully U that this 
Foreſi ght 8 certainly . induced his Cre- 
ator to have with - held his Hand in the Creation 
of Adam, ſince he could have no further Views 
in the Creation af him, chan to wake him and 
all his Poſterity capable of being happy, had he 
not likewiſe foreſeen Adam's Shame arid Hu- 
mility (of which in the next Section) that there- 
by he would render. himſelf an Object of his 
Mercy, and thereupon likewiſe fully intended 
and determined, by an Act of h Love a 
Aferty, to redeem him and his Poſterity, and 
to reſtore them to the moſt valuable Means of 
Reconciliation ; - upon which it would be in the 
Choice of every one of Adam's Deſcendants to 
accept the Means of Grace, and 
of Mercy, to be cmmunicated to them by an 
in ward Li icht in the promiſed Seed of the V. 
man, F ESU CHRIS, to guide and 
direct chem in the Choice of their Actions, by 
which they ſhould-ſtand, or fall, 1 N 


temen enen 11:5 


Ann, though all Adam's N * 
his Tranſpreftten, ſubjected to mamiſold Evite 
in this Life, and to Death itſelf ; yet the mo 
WE 3 
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Feſus Chrift, placed all his Poſterity in A 
Fee e more than equal Happineſs with 


Adam in his Purity, fince the Promiſes, made 


to an Obedience to that eee ee I 
Diſpenſation of Mercy, are vaſtly greater than 
the TION, made to Adam's Obedience, 


5 " * 5 * 
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OW: Qed had eee ie in 2 || Ghats 
of Innocence and Purity, and placed 
m try car which was then called Pa-. 
radiſe (for the whole Earth, at that Time, was 
capable of being a Paradiſe, or Place of Delights 5 
and Pleaſures) notwithſtanding he could be pla- 
oed but upon one Part of the Glohe, and where 
he was placed, was called The Garden of” Eden, 
which Garden abounded with all Things, that 
could yield the Pleaſures of Life, in all the De. 
lights of the bodily Senſes, as far as the Capa- 


cities of our firſt Parents could wiſh fer, cock 5 
fire, in the State and Condition, they were M 


created in: And likewiſe the Trees and: Herbs 
of the Garden were ſo created, that their Seeds 
were in themſelves, for the Increaſe and Mul- 
tiplication of their Kinds, to repleniſh the Earth, 

| as 


a 


* 25 n . CS 1 
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«v8 the Inhabitants thereof A ge increaſe and 
| Multiply to repleniſh it; who might remoye = 
and t whatever ſeemed moſt a to 
them; which ſeems to be all they were to be 
employed in, by their Orders to drei the Gar- 
den, or to ſee to order the Increaſe of the Trees 
and Herbs, that e from 
Al. their e 8 were to 
arue, Ly 


Aug now, as our firſt Parents were placed 

in this Garden, there was Plenty of all neceſſa- 

ry. Proviſions, which could give. them either 

| . or Satisfaction; and nothing thereig 
Was denied them, that could afford either, . 


box there was one Fruit only, n 
wt, that was of ſuch a poiſonous Quality, 
that, if they ſhould cat of that Fruit, their Fa- 
1 — and their Immorta- 
lity would ceaſe; of this only, God eommanded 
them, that chey ſhould not eat, plainly telling 
them the Conſequence, that, I tbe Day, they 
eur _— op * furely 4. or r become 


9 e the — of « 1 Creas 
ture implies a Being, that ought to have ſome. 
Law; or Laws, to be governed by ; becauſe 
the Happineſ of rational Creatures muſt con- 
fiſt in their Conformity and Obedience to the 
Laws of juſt Government, which always im- 
ies Rewards to the Obedient; but, where 
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allowed, and that ſuited "ny with their — ; 


the e pernicious Fruit of the Tree of Knowledge. | 
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there is no Law, there is no Government, * 
inflead of Happineſs, Confuſion wil are. 


Now our firſt 3 did not lon 
themſelves with the Enjoyment of af Thin 


ſent Pleaſure and Happineſs, but tranſgreſſed 
the Commandment given them, by eating 


"Bow it is obſervable, as ſoon as they had 
tranſgreſſed the Commandment given them, 
though, before, they had flattered themſelves 
with not only eſcaping the Puniſhment threa- 
tened, but alſo to become as Gods in Know- 
ledge, that they quickly found themſelves miſ- 


taken, and impoſed on by a ſubtle Enemy, and 


acknowledged their Shame, and Inability to 
vindicate their Proceedings to their Maker; and: 
therefore, inſtead of pleading their Innocence, 


or defending their Act of Diſobedience, they, 
immediately upon being charged with the F act, 
own their Nakedneſs, and plead guilty, and 


acknowledge their own Inſufficiency to ſtand, 
in Judgment againſt their Maker's juſt Accuſa- 
tions, and therefore throw themſelves at his 
Foot-ſtool, to be dealt with in Juſtice accord- 
ing to their Deſerts, if Mercy, which they 
could not preſume to ask, could not be granteg. 
by a free Act of infinite Love and Goodneſs, ; 


For it may be obſerved, that Adam and 
ee, upon their Tranſgreſſion, immediately diſ- 


covered, 


N and owned their Nakedneſs, which 
Was, perhaps, of two Kinds, both of Body 
and Soul; and that the Nakedneſs' of their 
Bodies they ſeek to conceal, by cloathing 
themſelves with Aprons made of F ig-leaves; 
but the Nakedneſs of their Souls they found 
themſelves unable to cover, being robbed of 
the Robes of Innocence and Righteouſneſs, 
and ſo become deprived of the Image of their 
Maker ; upon which Account they ſought to 
flee from his Preſence, as being unable to an- 
ſwer to the Charge of Guilt, which, their 
Conſciences told them, he had to lay againſt 


So that, when they heard the Voice of 
God in the Garden, they found themſelves 
ſelf-condemned, and ſaw the Nakedneſs both 
of their bodily and ſpiritual Condition; and, 
inſtead of dif puting by their natural Strength 
of Reaſon, — Arguments from their new-ac- 
quired Knowled, e, to make a Vindication of 
their Act of ilobedience they anſwer to God's 
Enquiry, Adam, Where art thou? as if, in 
our Way of ff peaking, God had ſaid: Adam, 
What is the Reaſon thou endeayoureſt to e- 
ſcape. from my Preſence, which uſually gave 
- thee the moſt delightful Satisfaction? In An- 
ſwer to which, being Thunder- ſtruck at the 
Conſciouſneſs of Guilt, Adam, trembling, 
anſwered: I heard thy Vice in the Garden 3 
and I was afraid, becauſe I was naked, and I 
bid el As if he had ſaid: When L heard 
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thy Voice in the Garden; I found in myſelf 
an  Unkemeſ to appear in thy Preſence, and 
could not preſume to ſtand before ; thee, be- 
cauſe | was naked, or had loſt thoſe innocent 
Qualifications; that uſed. to be the 


that rendered me fit for thy A and 
£ ren me r tn 5 
e to tide my wy 


Tavs; SES 10 the-Queſticn, God | 
_ to Adam, when he enquired where he 
was, Adam's Anſwer not only ſhewed a Con- 
ſciouſneſs of his Guilt, and an Acknowledge 
ment of it, in his Confeſſion of Nakedneſa, 
but alſo his Deſire to flee from the Puniſhment 
of it, by hiding himſelf, as not being able, 
Hor having ary Preſuripiion, ta plead fax 
_— bee: 


 Tunnavony, mien God put the next 
uery, Mo told thee, that thou uu na- 
? Hiſt thou eaten of the 7 ree, whereof T 
commanded, that thou ſrouldft not cat? Adam 
openly owned the Fact, and, in the loweſt 
dubmiſſion, . confeſſed, that the Waman, be 
| gave bim, had given it to him, and be did ear; 
which Fact Eve: likewiſe, in the humbleft 
Manner, . confeſſed ſhe was guilty of, through 


her being begaled by the Serpent. 


80 that they both owned the Fa, 
the firſt Charge, and confeſſed ie Fu, upon 
ked,. and not fit to appear in his Preſence z 
and that-their Nakedneſs was the Reaſon of 


— 1 — 
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their Endeavour to hide themſelves from it: 
As if they had faid, in our Language, We 
confeſs, that we have committed the Sin of 
Diſobedience to thy juſt Command, and are 
unable to vindicate, or excuſe ourſelves; 3 nor 
have any Thing to alledge in our own De- 
Fence, in ſuffering: ourſelves to have the Per- 
ſuaſion, or Suggeſtions, of a Creature to o- 
ver-ballance the Cammands of thee our. moſt 
bountiful and beneyolent Creator; but do 
find, that we are hereby become naked, and 
deſtitute of thoſe Robes of Innocence and 
Righteouſneſs, wherewith thou hadſt cloath- 
ed us: And, as we found it a Shame alſo to 
appear naked in Body, we have made our- 
ſelves Aprons of Fig-leaves to cover our bo. 
dily Nakedneſs; but as for the Nakedneſs of 

our Souls, which we endeavoured to conceal, 
by hiding ourſelves, we find we are altogether 
unable to cover; we are guilty, and unable 
to flee from thy Juſtice, to which we are now 
obnoxious, kr: therefore leave ourſelves to 
thy juſt Sentence of Death, and have not the 


dn Claim to preſume upon thy Mercy. 


Turs chame and Hurility of our firſt pe. 
rents, who, not perſiſting in their Error, but 
confeſſng their Nakednefs, without preſite 

to ask Mercy, but waiting the Execution . 
of t the Sentence againſt their Diſobedience, 
thereby (notwithſtanding the irreverfible Sen- 
tence of Mortality, which fell upon them and. 
W — brought down' the = me 

rant 


- . 
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SGrant of ne Mercy and Love, to be exhi- 
bited to them and all their Poſterity, in that 
moſt reviving Promiſe of a Redeemer to come 
of the Seed of the Woman, to bruiſe the Ser- 
pent's Head. A EZ 


3 | Wuricn Promiſe of God to our firſt Pa- 
rents may be thus ed : Since ye have 


made this humble Acknowledgement of your 


Shame and Nakedneſs, and have not, by 


preſuming to vindicate your Diſobedience, 
turned it to Rebellion, but have intirely diſ- 
approved of your Act; I will again cloath you 
with my Son's Righteouſneſs, whom 1 will 
_ cauſe, in Fulneſs of Time, to be made Fleſh 
of the Seed of the Woman ; who will perform 
the Law of Righteouſneſs for you (which you 
now wiſh you had continued in) and he ſhall 
alſo ſuffer in your Stead ; whereby you ſhall 
again be reſtored to a Covenant of Mercy, ob- 
tain a Reſurrection to Life, and be made ca- 
pable to enjoy an happy Immortality. And, 
in Confirmation that I will thus cover your 
| ſpiritual Nakedneſs, behold, I have made 

ou Coats of Skins, to Cover your bodily Na- 
Lednch allo S . 


AnD now I eannot 
able Inference, Ry 
Brno p the Force and Efficacy of Hu. 
mility, Shame, and Sorrow for Sin ! When, 
by them, | the very Powers of —_— 


paſs without a ſeaſons 


1 
> 
4 
n 
= 


1. „ oa be N 1 


| bowed to raiſe and exalt the Low! 
find a Way and Means for Mercy 2 
e which we are ll book Bare: 2 
as we became Heirs of the Death of Adam ; 
for our promiſed Redeemer hath taken away 
the Sting of Death, triumphed over the Grave, 
and opened 4 Door of Salvation to all that o- 
bey him. 


COROLLARY. 


F any ſhall think the Yoke of CHRIST 

A as , and his Task hard, who requires 
t we ſhould die to the World and live un- 
to God, and mind the World only for a 
common Support, as a Traveller does his Inn 
and ſet our Hearts upon the Treaſures of 
Heaven, purchaſed and laid up for us by him 
in the Concluſion of our Journey: I fay, if 
any ſhall think this too hard a Task, and ſhall 
rather chuſe to take up with the Affairs of 


this Life for his ultimate Good and chief Ha 


pineſs ; let him not blame Adam, becauſe he 
muſt leave this World, ſince he has been in- 
vited by Chriſt, either inwardly, or outward- 
ly, or both, to accept of ten Thouſand Times 
more valuable Treaſures, and on Terms as 
eaſy to be complied with and obeyed, fo far 
as will by him be accepted, as it was for A. 
dam to have kept the Law given to him; 
therefore wiſh not thou hadſt been Adam, to 
| have kept his Law, ſince thou haſt a Law 
given 


5 "RJ 
4 


46 "Ae Chriſtian = eres 

given thee, which thou artas capable of ker 
1 thou wouldſt have . 0 Fe, kept 
n to Adam, and from the 
ſervation of which thou haſt à certain Five 
ſpect of far better Rewards. 
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id the Meier Redemption by 

_ CuRI1ST. $4.4 
T before obſerved; that, as all 1 
Poſterity are, through his Tranſgreſſion, 
born Heirs of Death, ſo, by the Merits of 
CHRIST's Obedience, Death, and Re- 
ſurrection, they are alſo born Heirs to that 
Redemption, which he purchaſed for all, who: 
do not wilfully ſell, or forfeit their Birth- 


rights, whether they. enjoy the areal of 
this Redemption, or not, 


Fo x, where the Revdlation thercof has not 
yet reached, it can only be e pected, that 
ſuch of Adam's Poſterity he ſubject to the 
Law of Reaſon and natural Religion ; and, 
though they are aſſiſted by that inward | Light 
of JEsUs CuR IST, that gives every Man, 
that comes into the World, a Choice in the 
Regulation of his Actions, yet it can be only 
a glimmering Light to tho, who want the 


open Declarations of CHRIS T's 2 
an 


We Chriſtian Philoſopher. 4 
and Purpoſes to them, compared with . what, 
we enjoy, that have the Advantages from Re-. 
yelation, and that thankfully embrace it ; for 
we have the Opportunity of Information, and 
Improvements in the Knowledge of the Will 


of our bleſſed Lord, being aſſured of his good. - 


Deſigns and Purpoſes to bring all, that obey, 
him; to a bleſſed Reſurrection and Immorta- 
335; NM. 09; ;erou bw 
Ix, then, it be a Hleſſing to have the Bes. 
nefits of God's Will revealed to us, as it cer- 
tainly is to all who. will truly embrace it: 
If it ſhould be asked, Wherefore then hath: 


not God thus extenſively revealed it to the 
whole World; which he could equally have 


done, if he had ſeen it needful, being infinite, 
in Power and Goodneſs; yet, notwithſtand- 


ing; do we not ſee, that, though we enjoy this 


bleſſed Light, there are Multitudes of others 
in the World, that do not diſcern, it, and have 
no other Guide, than the Religion of Nas: 
_ tare? —- If, then, ſuch Revelation was ner 

ceſſary for the Well-being of Mankind, why 
does not God, for the Good of his Creatures, 


Earth? I anſwer: Hoo | 
<4 1 — 1a * Gn Alz ain 1 
Turkr 1s no Doubt, but God can tell 


beſt how, and where, and when, and in What 
Degree to reveal himſelf to his Creatures, 


whether inwardly or outwardly ; and though 
all good Men deſire, that the fame Light, 


4.% 


extend this Revelation through the Whole 


A 
IF. 
= 
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they enjoy, might be equally enjoyed a 
made a good Uſe of by all, yet they may reſt 


ſiutisfied with God's Providential Care, and 


remember, that his Proceedings are not to be 
cenſured : So that every one ought to reſt ſa- 
tisfied in doing his beſt Endeavours to be obe- 
dient to God, and uſeful to Mankind, and 
truſt that God will raiſe Inſtruments for ſuch 
Purpoſes, when it ſhall be better to make his 
Will known to all, than any longer to ſuffer 
them to remain in Ignorance, | 


Th / 


Yer, 1 think, I may ventute to offer one 
Reaſon, to vindicate God's Mercy and Jaſtice 
in ſtill retaining the Light of the Go _ 
velation from fo great a Part of the | 
of the Earth. 


Ax thisI ſhall aig to the OY thay 
the glorious Light of the Goſpel hath met 


with, even amongſt us of this Nation, ſo much 
bleſſed with it, and almoſt all other Nations 
- of Chriſtendom ; when even many, amongſt” 


us, become dazzled with it, and, ſhutting 
their Eyes againſt it, call for Natural, in 
of Revealed Religion; ; though ſuch Conduct 


diſcovers rather a Deſire of throwing off all 


Reſtraint, than of a any Law, either 


| Natural or Revealed. 


&  » 
ET 


BCAs E whoever truly adhered to Na- 
tural Religion, have always been ready to em- 
brace a Revelation 3 fince the true Senſe of- 

Natural 


Ne Chriſian Philoſopher. 
Natural Religion always makes Men deſirous 
1 being informed wal the 3 

ature. 


Lon of che g of the Heathen Phi- 
er and Ex- 
tion of a Revelation from God to Man- 
, finding the Defects of all his Searches 
into Natural Religion; though he was, pro- 
bably, able to penetrate as far, is the moſt 
agacious of our Modern Nen 


Any as ſuch-a Revelation would cathy 
have been received with great oy and Glad- 
neſi, by thoſe Philoſophers, had they lived in 
the Times and Places of its Promulgation ; fo 
we. find it was fo embraced by all good and 
religious Men of all Nations, m_ by fuch, 
was eſteemed ae of great Fey and 
uni ver ſal Salvation. 


Ann, did not too many, in de Chriſtian 
| = a the World, chuſe Darkneſs rather than 
becauſe their Deedt are evil, we 
n to hope, that the Light 
— Goſpel would be more on fee 

ceived, 
cfied 


Bor how we not too many prof 
Chriſtians, who openly acknowledge their Be- 


deff Reclaim who grow lukewarm, cold, 
| , Plus. as , I j =_ 
"OY and 
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and careleſs in their Duty, and give the Lye, 


in their Actions, e their Profeſin e 
tenſions ? | 


a Examples been ever found 

of far more Force, than the greateſt Preten- 
ſions and Inſtructians without an exemplary 
Jae 2 * * HR * 


. Now, if we thus turn our Eyes into the 
profeſſed Chriſtian World, and behold the 
Abuſes of the Goſpel- Revelation, what Reflec- 
tion on G QD's Juſtice can we be able to 
caſt, for {till retaining it from other Parts of | 
the World? 


| May not a Deprivation of this Light from 

others, for whom Mercy is purchaſed, as 

| well as for us, give them a Deſire to be bet- 

; ter informed, and raiſe in them a Thirſt after 

| it, and a Willingneſs to embrace it, if they 
could « enjoy the Qpportuniey'? oh 


An may we not reaſonably ſuppoſe, 
thai God knows beſt how to reſcue them 
from their Ignorance and Darkneſs, whether 
in this Life, or in their Remoyal hence into 
a greater Light, and an happier Eſtate, than 
they could either here expect, or wiſh for? 


Ann ſhall not many of them riſe up in 
Jud ment againſt all Deſpiſers and Rejecters 
CY he A that was offered them, in the 


14 Gas Diſpen- 
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Diſpenſation of the glorious Goſpel of 

Carer? — Which was rejected by: them 
as vain, or needleſs, either in open Profeſſion, 
as by the Deiſts, and too many of their ih- 
3 Writers; or elſe in ſecret Practice, 


as by the Hypocrite ; or in publick Profane- 
neſs, as by thoſe given up to Vice and De- | 


bauchery. * 


IT therefore concerns all true Chriſtians in 
the World, who thankfully receive the Light 
of the Go] vel as good Tidings of great Yo, 
endeavour to regulate their Actions by it 
and, if they defire its Propagation, let ther 
live Lives worthy of Imitation, and thereby 
reform its Abuſes, where it is enjoyed; and 
then may we reaſonably hope, that Truth, 
unobſtructed, would be call diffuſed, and 
that God would aſſiſt our Endeavours to ex- 


tend it to the uttermoſt Parts of the Earth. 


POST- 


$TSCRIPK 


PO 


5 MON GST the 3 
es our Modern Mora- 
175 liſts, to the Scriptures, there is 

vera common Maxim amongſt 
1 RI them, that the Scriptures con- 
— aain ſeveral Myſteries above 


our cee and their Neaſen di- 
rects them to believe nothing, which cannot 
be made demonſtrable to the Reach of their 
Ca | 


why will they believe any Myſteries 
in Nature; and why da their preſent Senſes o- 
blige them to it; ſince all Nature, in itſelf, 
is ſo far myſterious to our niceſt Reaſon of 
Things at preſent, that, were the Belief of 
nothing to be admitted, but what we can 
comprehend and make demonſtrable, we muſt 
not then believe, even, what our preſent 
Senſes teſtify the Truth of. 


As for Inſtance: Let them give me a full 
and clear Account, how the Animal Life is 


Sureged Fhequgh the Modification of a ”"_ 
te 


5 tetial Body ; and how that Material Body is 
fitted, 8 the - ſeveral "Bones, Sinews, 


POSTSCRIPT o © 


Arteries, Veins; Maſtles, and Skis, to ad- 


mit of Life, and entertain ſpiritual and imma- 
terial Exiſtence ſuperior to feel, and thereby 
become capable of Perception, Alion, and 
Motion : If they can account for this, and 
leave it, N a 5 their Scheme 
may, , be ju more probable. t 
raed key Rieu and modify any Matter of 
which there is enongh ready prepared to their 
Hands) that ſhall, upon their Modification 


therebf, become ptive, active, 20 no 
moveable, T will the then acknowledge | 


Myſtery An their Com — ; "wot. 
if they cannot do this, | ſhall ſtill belieye ĩt to 
be ſo: And if they will {till believe nothing, 
that they cannot Silorehen” let them not 

believe, that there is any ſuch Thing, as Mar- 
ter. ever being endduecd with Liſe, or ſo modi- 
ed, as that ĩt could, from that Modification, 
receive Life, and become active: I lay, if they 
cannot comprehend which Way this is effte&=, 
ed, ſo as to imitate” and learn to perform the 
fame, and yet will believe no Myſteries, let 
them not believe. that themſelves, or any Mat- 
ter whatſoever, are in Being, or have any; 
Exiſtence, in the Manner which their Senſes; 
diſcover ; but that they are only ſomething; 
actuated by mere Notions ; and. at nothing, 
is real, that they feel, ſee, hear, ſmell, or, 
taſte; ſo that, if you would avoid the Be- 
lieving of Myſteries, as a Rock of Offence, 


you 


fo unavoidably run upon the Diſbelief of. 


our own Senſes, and lay yourſelves under an 
bligation to account for a greater Myſtery, 
the Deception of your Sew, than you endea-. 
voured to avoid by not believing thoſe Myſ- 
teries, which are repreſented to you by your 
Senſes; becauſe above your Comprehenſion, 


* 


Tuvus you are driven from ane Myſtery 
to another, and yet will believe none; you 
muſt then, upon this Scheme, come to be- 
lieve that you are not at all, or that there is 
not any Being at all, becauſe you find it myſ- 
terious to gomprehend the Manner of its Ex- 
iſtence, "=" 1 2 


Vo muſt, then, be forced to retire from 
this Shelter, becauſe it will afford you no Re- 
fuge ; ſince you cannot account how Non= 
Realities can ever raiſe Ideal Fancies of ſuch 
Pleaſure, Pain, Joy, Grief, Hope, or Fear; 
which neceſſarily ariſe through the common 
Accidents, that may pleaſe, or diſturb the 
Connexion and Union of the Body, and the 


Animal Life annexed to it. 


Fon can yon believe you have no Feeling, 
becauſe you cannot comprehend which Way 
it is conveyed; when, upon the Touch of 
Fire, or a Stroke, you preſently expreſs your 
Senſe thereof >” But, if you cannot account 
for the Reaſon. of theſe” Things, and ſhew, 
how you came, to be made more perceptive. 


bers rA 


40 
Fo which is 
el all Manner uf 
| z and if you belie ourſelves to 
be endued with the Senſe of Feeling, and re- 
ceiving Pain or Pleaſure, and cannot yet com- 
by what Way, and after 9 
it is conveyed, you muſt believe what you can- 
not comprehend ; and if you will not believe 
that you can feel, you muſt believe that your 
Senſe deceives you, and ſo come into the Be- 
lief of a greater Myſtery ; ſo that you are a- 
gain neceſlarily driven to believe what you 
cannot demonſtrate, 


In the next Place; you will be  oblig 5 to 
deny that you can bear, or that there ks 
any Sound, becauſe you cannot comprehend 
how the Sound is propagated; and = Ear 
organiſed to receiye it, no more than you can 
account for the different Sounds that are raiſed 
by various Motions, Touches; and Reverbera- 
tions, &c, of ſeveral Sorts of Matter, Metals, 
and Inſtruments, from the ſeveral Ways of 
_ OY touched, or ſtruck upon : Adee 
gs being out of your Comprehenſion 
N we only know by our Senſes, "thes they 
are ſo) you are then, upon your own Marim, 
to believe there are no ſuch Things. 


Ip you will pretend to accdunt for Sounds, 
you muſt give us as great a Variety of the Ac. 
counts of them, as there are various Qualities 
in every individual Sort of Matter, from 

G& whence 


* 
* 


eher 
| whehice the Varieties of the Sounds are prod - - 
duced; and, even, you muſt be Judges what 
Kind of Sound may be produced from an 
Matter or Inſtrument, you never yet before - 
ſaw, and before you ever yet heard any Sound 
produced from it; but you ſhall know from 
your Reaſon, at firſt Sight, that ſuch or ſuch 
Manner of Touch, upon ſuch Matter or In- 
ſtrument, will produce ſueh or ſuch a Sound; 
which you ſhall as naturally hear in your I. 
magination, as you actually can do, when 
the Touch is given: If this can be done, you 
will make ſome ſmall Advances towards an 
Explication of Sounds. 


Or if they wilt account for the various 
Sounds and different Tones, even, amo 
thoſe of the fame Houſes and Neighbourhoods, 
by which we -can- readily diſtinguiſh © thoſe; 
we are acquainted with, one from another, 
as well as by their different Faces ; or if 70.4 4 
can tell me for what Reaſon ſuch and ſuc 
Movements of their own Tongues and Lips, 
with the ſeveral Expulſions of their Breath, 
form ſuch and Auch Words and Accents; or if 
they can ſhew' me why one Man's Tongue 
ſhould make a different Reverberation in the 
Atmoſphere from another's, which is exercis 
fed in expreſſing the fame Words; I will then 
allow them not to look upon theſe Things as 1 
Myſteries. N G7 


- AGAIN; Let them likewiſe account for. 
the Light of the Sun, how it became enter- 
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Ml;anner it was made capable to refract and re- 
flect its Rays, and how the Eyes are organi- | 
ſed and adapted to receive them; and by what 

Means any Objects are repreſented to our 

Sight: If they cannot do this, let them either 

ceaſe. to diſbelieve Myſteries, or elſe believe 

there is no ſuch Thing as Light in the World. 


_ WiTn Regard. to the various Cglours, 
| which the Art and Experience of Man has 
attained, by Learning, to compoſe, imitate, 
and produce, the Agents of them can never 
give the Reaſons why the Matter, they u/e 
to produce the Colour, has the expected Ef- 
fect: Only from conſtant Experiments they 
have found, that ſuch Materials have produ- 
ced ſuch Colours ; but no one, of the greateſt 
Reaſon and Sagacity, can, without Learning 
ar Experience, produce any given Colour up-. 
on a Piece of a — Cloth, but would find ie 
a Myſtery, he could not perform. But he, 
that knows nothing of Dying, and yet will 
believe no Myſtery, let him try, without 
Learning or Experience, to produce any given 
Colour: If he cannot, let him acknowledge 
there are Myſteries in Nature, or believe there. 
is neither Light nor Colours in the World; - 


1 Tuvs it is a Myſtery, to a Man that was 
born blind, to hear you talk of Light and Co- 
lours; yet, becauſe it is conſtantly confirmed. 
ta him, that there are really ſuch Things iu. 

; 1 Being, 
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Being, he belivves ks ach ke can 
comprehend any Thing of the Manner of their 
Exiſtence; and it is as for ta 
comprehend the Manner by which they have 
a Being, and how they are con to our 
Senſes. Tell me, therefore, what you ima- 
gine of thoſe Things, you cannot account 
for; whether they are a of the Reach of 
your Reaſon, and therefore incomprehenſi- 
ble; ar whether there are no ſuch Exiſtences, 
as them, and your Senſes, in the World? © 


E MIGHT,” likewiſe, defire theſe great 
Aſſeriers of Natural Reaſon to diſtover a de- 
monſtrative Account of the various Effuvia. 
of Flowers, Herbs, and Perfumes, with the 
contrary offenſive, noxious, and difagreeable 
Scents, how they become ſenſibly to, 
the Smell; and likewiſe — Meats and 
Drinks become agreeable, or 9 to 
5 Taſte. 


von let them tell me, if this and not be 
a Myſtery and a Paradox, to any Man that was 
born without theſe Senſes, and who never 
enjoyed them, to hear others talk of them ; 
when, from all their Obſervations, they could 
never furniſh him with a true Idea of theſs 

Things; but the Senſe of them muſt ſtill re- 
main as much a Myſtery to him, as the Man- 
ner, by which they receive them, does to 
them? If ſo, by the former Rule, this Man is 
not to believe, that en can either _— 
: I 
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80 then, 1 l beliov me chat 
cannot comprehend, you muſt not be- 

E you have any genſes belonging to you, 

nor even that you have any Being at all: 

the Abt ot the ar Meng 

ſufficient to ſhew. | 


* ; Experience, "how 
R implanted in Na- 


ture by the wiſe Author thereof; and, by 
long Study and repeated Obſervations, can 
ſome imperfect Accounts why fuch and 
Cauſes produce ſuch and ſuch Effects; 

or from ſeveral Effects, we find produced, we, 
generally though differing in our Sentiments) 
aſſign ſuch particular Cauſes to particular 
EffeRs ; yet fo far are we from aſcertaining 
d e, % ge the Laws of Nb 
t out of all them that have 

Pleaſure _ yet whoever make the 
greateſt Diſcoveries, muſt at laſt confeſs, 
that the Works of God are wonderful, and p 


JR 

Ir, then, the very Works of Net, 
which God has put under eſtabliſhed Laws, 
are myſterious to us, how ſhall we expect to 
account for the Myſteries of the Divine Ex- 
iftence and Perfeftions 5 or expect, that we. 


- what 
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' ſhould comprehend what he has thought 
proper to declare of himſelf to us, any more 
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than we can expect, that a Man born blind, 


by our Deſcription of Light and Colours, 
ſhould be made capable to com N n, 
as they really are ? 


Bu r, then, it is again aſſerted, that the 
Teſtament of CnRIST, which we call the 
Revelation of the Golf} pel, contains not only 
Things above our Reaſon, but contrary to our 
Reaſon; and, if they may believe Myſteries, 

which are only above their Reaſon, yet * 
can never believe what is contradictory to 
Reaſon, which ſome of the Defenders of Re- 
velation would oblige them to; as, for In- 
ſtance, that Three is One, and One is Three, 
v ſo manifeſt a Contradiction to Reaſon, that 
they can never e in it. | 


Tis true, it has been ſo taught by many 
Aſſerters of the Truth of Revelation, but 


ſcarcely ever intended, that we ſhould believe 


it in the ſame Senſe that we judge of Num- 
bers common amongſt us, but in a different 
Way ; which as they themſelves could not 
account for, you are le t only to look upon, 
it as other Myſteries, and to believe it as 


ſuch. ' 


Bur ſome, who could nat content them- 
ſelves with the Belief of Contradictions in 


bleſſed 


Myſteries, have, to avoid that, divided the 


} 
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dete Trinity into Superiority and Inferiority 


of Perſons, and thereby, 1 think, and, as 1 
hope, I ſhall make appear, WY 


9 


Fox the Word, Perfind, in the Ting; 


has only been introduced by human Autho- 


rity, in Compliance with the human Capa- 

city ; which ſeems warrantable from the fre- 
quent Practice of the Penmen of the Scrip- 
tures, who commonly uſe the very ſame Me- 
thod, in aſeribing to God the 1 Memberz 


N.. ter 


And; though it i common-to' afuribe * 


ſame Members to God, that conſtitute an 


human Perſon, yet chere are few (beſides | 
Children) who do not eaſily diſcover the Me- 
taphor, or who are ſo deceived by it, as to 
look upon God to be in r or 23 | 
of a Man. 


So that few wil tail with. thoſe Ex- 
preſſions in — that repreſent him as 
ſuch ; yet we find, that many have taken 
Offence; from the Application of the Word 
Perſons, which (by the ſame Metaphor) may 
be applied to the THREE, that are ſaid to 
bear Record in Heaven; The FATHER, fle 
Won b, and the Hol v SPIRIT ; but, as it 
is alſo affirmed, that theſe Three are Our, | 
ſome have from thence denied the Au 
of that Text, while others have thrown” off 
the Belief of the Scri pture-Revelation itſelf. 


Now, 
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Now, as above obſerved, the Applicatiott 
df the Word Per/bns was; at firſt, uſed by 
the Church, as warrantable from the foreſaid 
Practice of repreſenting God with the Mem- 
bers of an human Body: From which after 
wards, thro' vulgar Apprehenfions, it came to 
be imagined, that theſe Three Perſons were 
diſtinct and ſeparate en in ITE 
Propertics. | 


Many of late, to exoid- haintaihing the 
Doctrine of the Trinity, ſo as to contradict 
| Reaſon; have ee the famous Pr. Clarke; 
in his Conſtruction t upon the Words of St. 
Fobn; And theſe are One; chat is, ſay 
they, One in Agreement, &c. as if they 
were diſtündt and operate Beings one from 
8 as a Man and his Wiſe are ſaid 
to be One, though two Perſons, being 

in Agreement, and under one and the iu 
Toncern in all Aﬀairs of Life, Thus, 


Tux aforelaid Anthar, Ales 
tiſe, Niled, The Scripture Dottrine of the Tri- 
nity, has repreſented the Three Perſons of 
the Trinity: as ſupetior and inferior one to 


another, yet maintaining the Du of all. 


| Ap, becauſe his Works have been ſo 
much adhered to, even by many of the 
learned Part of the Nation, and many have, 


from thence, fallen into Notions not bor cult. 
tent 
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Nov, if heals ied Ful 


d On One; as being the Only Mord, and. 


Whois che Om, — and 
Dag One, 
Kin, and On One TY n 
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98 i, and Brightneſs (one e 
him, who is the One, and Ry Only 

the Firſt: And, if he is 7 7 de por f 
_ teeeive: no [Original from Him; for whateyer 


& in the Divine Nature always bas been in it, 
and can admit of do for Whatevef 
Exiſtence had am Origj Hen the: Supreme 


Being, can never have the Properties of the 
Deity communitate® to it; ſince the Proper- 
ties of the ſeifieKiſtent Eſſenee are neceſſarily 
emneommunieabls{ c und nothing can be inthe 
 Divirie” Eſſence, which does not properl. ani 
actually belong to the Divine Eſſenee 
and thus much His very Words rata 
: T would ther ask, How the Son came 
to have his Original from the Father? If he 
had an Ori inal from him, then, before that 
Original, * the. Father muſt” be without his 
Brightneſs and\Glory,” till he gave him this 
Oribirial ſince here it is confeſſed, that he is 
the Only Wird; and Miſhm, and Brightneſs 
(of the GloryFof him, who is the Ons and 
the Only Ou, and the Firſt: I fay, If then 
the Son had an Original, the Father muſt be 
an Eternity (d Parte ants” of before) without 
his Only and Wiſdom: Brightneſs and 


Glory. But, as the Nature of the Divine 
ant Infinite Perfections can admit of no Ad- 
ditions, and therefore, if in the Son confiſte@ 
his im, and the Brightneſs of hir Gb 
his M iſdm and the Brightneſs of but Ghry 
mut * iy be rk hag, ind in 2 
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8 fame Eſſence, n 
Add to it after an Eternity 2 ny 
21 10-44. 4 0": Y | 
o then it will ad bbs follow, the 
hee Son is Eternal, as well as the Father, G. 
and therefore could derive no Original; and 
indeed, in a ſubſequent Part of the ſaid Book, 
tlie great Doctor, Being puzzled with the In- 
geaty of his firſt Propoſition, ſeems incli 
mable to change it, by which he ſtill runs him- 
ſelf i into greater ities, When he calls 
the Son Self- originated; which ſignifies a Be- 
ginning which commenced from himſelf: But 
How any Being can be the Author of its own 
al, or how any Being, that had an Ori- 
i - could be the Procurer of it for himſelf, I 
Am at aLofs to frame the leaſt Idea of: If apy 
of his Followers can reconcile this with Rea- 
 f#{fince they are the Sticklers; who pretend 
to believe nothing contrary to it) Iwill then 
acknowledge their Reaſon ſuperior to what I 
an, at preſent, to comprehend, | 
96) 101 Fs)! 8 
Bol, ul heb, 1 muſt look upon it as 4 
Miſtake in the great Doctor; whoſe Founda- 
tion being - wrong laid, he is thereby led, 
{tirough his whole Book, into Labyrinths of 
perplexing Contradictions and. Intricacies. N 


Y „Hawe profeſs a reſpectſul Elteem fog 
that great and learned Man, and for fome 
Parts of his laborious and valuable Works'; 


but in this I cannot, upon my beſt Judgment; 
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| — Mew any Thing-of Reon or Strength ar 

0 Hort hi Hin. Wihe- - 
ther 1 have diſcovered the Weakneſs: of his 
Foundation, and left his, Balding unſupport- 
ed, I muſt * ai ann Judgmant 


vf my Re POTTER - 1 SW mr 


your Cn 


more ons ten © 
Bat ſhall;be fat from , attemp 
withia'the Conapals of our. 


fo; chen much more mult, it de impoffible te 
dad out the Almighty to Perfection; for it i; 
as mptacticahle for a Aon Foing to-cOmpre., . 
hend Infiy : as it is ta, haye Infinity felt 
dommunicꝭt to it. 409 


ledgement of our own Imperfedtions, for — 


Enlargement of our Knowledge of the Pi- 
vine Myſteries, i ry — rr 4 5 our 
Capacities may be eternally exerciſed. in 
Improvements of our Comprehenfions, : —4 
yet find no End of dar den eng 
— ariſing from Infinity can have 
Ead) and, though for æver improving theß 
will always find ſomething ſuffigent for ſuturs 
Improvemeits in the Mytteries of the Divine 
PerfeRivns : Which ſeems to be deſigned for 
one Part of our Happineſs, that we may al- 
ways, 


to bring it 


* 
having; I chipk, before proved, That een 
al Things. #> Nature ate myſterious ; and, f 


J. 
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3 wich Wonder and Aoitiatcn prailg 
and adore the infinite Un/arhomablene/ſ+ of ous 
eat Creator, the only Fountain, from whence 
flow the continual Currents of farrsfaitory 
Toys, undiſturbed Tranquility, compleat De- 

' bghts, and Pt N W 2 
evermore. 
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A CurIisT3AN, PRAYER, 15 vows by a e. 
} © nid 4 © or ſingle Perſon, at any Tims. 
\ INFINITE, Berend. d te er from 


whom all created Exiſtences have | 
ings ; the Heavens and the Earth, and all Thing here 
are the Works of thine Hands; thou did at firſt 
Man im the Image of thyſelf, the Ever-blefſed Trinity, in 
2 er Holineſs, by thy Divine WORD; — 
him by thy HOLY SPIRIT. and gaveſt 
im chat Angelical Life, which was the Likeneſs or Image of 
1 in Man, a true De T 
repre 
Ix which State, by Obedience, he might have 
( Without Death, or — 2nd. Tad bt a 
reaſonable c * neceſſarily owe a Tribute 
of 8 Supreme Creator, therefore upon his O- 
bedience muſt d his 1 in his 2 2 
But, as thou given him a Command to be frai | 
fo multiply his Species, his Poſterity would receive the 775 
ſects of his Obedience or Diſobedience : And, as thou fore- 
ſaweſt his Diſobedience to thy Divine Command, thou in- 


e erity a Mediator of a better 
ae Death was the Conſequence of 
204 abu Poſterity became mortal 
by this perm Armen they ſhould obtain a mores exce 
— mo are he is the Mediatur of  betes cs. 
venant, which wwas eflabliſbed upon better Promiſes v. 
. Tuszzrog it is that we prefume to approach dhe Throne 


do it, as our 


1 confeſs, tha ye nd I revs a ner laue 
*. n Lit, 6, 


| | aright, 
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eep ourſelves from doing thoſe Thing, t jaſk "Tor 
manded us to abſtain from: But, as thou h Eye. 
Mediator of a better Covenant, than the firſt eftabliſhes 4 8 
our firſt Parents, to whom we may, and are commanded to 
apply for Mercy and Forgiveneſs of our Tranſgreſſions; Help 
us, that we may not be wanting to ourſelves; not only to 
make that due Application for Pardon and Forgiveneſs, but 
alſo manſully ta. maintain chat ſpiritual Warfare againſt the 
World, che Fleſh, and the Devil; that we at laſt may ob» 
tain that Conqueſt over them, that, when we tome to be 
AKripp'd of this corruptible Body of Fb and Blood, which 
rannot inherit the Kingdom of Heaven, we may alſo leave with 
it all the Corruptions of the bodily Senſes, and be made fit 
r the ſpiritual Enjoyment of thee, our moſt Powerful Cre- 
ator, of our Merciful Redeemer, who died not for him- \ 
ſelf, neither could Death have Dominion over him, becauſe 
Death was che Wages of Sin; which | Death he having 
paid for us, has purchaſed our Redemption from it, by hig 
Conqueſt over it, through his unerring Obedience in the hu- 
man Nature; and has ——— afureT us of our Redemption 
from Death, and Reſurrection from the Grave, Therefore, O 
Lord, let the Efficacy of his Reſurrection raiſe us to Newneſs 
of Life here, that we may at laſt partake of Life eternal, 
both in Body and Soul, and be made Heirs of thoſe incon- 
ceivable Joys, which Eye has not ſeen, nor Ear heard, nor 
Heart of Man conceived ; when we ſhall not only be reſtored. 
to the Image of the Divine Trinity, but alſo have the full 
Fruition thereof, in knowing and enjoying all the communi- 
cable Perfections of that Fountain of Happineſs, from whence 7 
all Pleaſures eternally flow : To which End, let now all our 
ultimate Portion and chief Happineſs in thee be fixed, that, 
when all outward Enjoyments ceaſe to affect our preſent 
Senſes, proper only for the preſent Union of Soul and Body, 
then mayeſt thou be our everlaſting Portion; in whoſe Pre, 
ſence we may find uninterrupted Joys, and unmoleſted Tran- 
22 which we hymbly beg, through the Merits and 
ediation of our bleſſed Redeemer, Jeſus Chriſt, who, in 
| Compaſſion to our Inability to know what rightly to ask, 
has taught us, when we Pays F 
OUR Father, which art in Heaven, hallowed be thy 
Name; thy Kingdom come; thy Will be done in Earth, as it is. 
is Heaven ; give us this Day our daily Bread ; and forgive | 
ut our Treſpaſſes, at we forgive them that treſpaſs againſt us z , 
and lead us not into Temptation, but deliver us from Fail : For 
thine is the Kingdom, the Power, and the Glory, for ever ang; 


ever. Amen. | ; 
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